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H umphreville 


This name is found spelled in many different ways, and 
while our branch of the family has in later years main- 
tained the name as here given, the earliest records in this 
country give it Umfreville, the same spelling as that of the 
oldest branch of the family on record, it appearing indiffer- 
ently with an a or e in second syllable. This would seem 
to show the derivation of this branch and give it a claim 
upon a splendid royal line, Norman and Saxon. Robert 
Browning, in his poem “Hervé Riel,” 1692, uses the name: 

“Did the English fight the French, 

’Twas the squadron that escaped, with the victor in full chase— 

First and foremost of the drove, in his great ship, Dam- 

freville.” 

The facts given here are taken mainly from two gene- 
alogical books, “The Humphreys family in America” and 
the “Lyman Genealogy.” Some genealogists doubt the right 
of the Humphreys family to claim their lineage from the 
Umfrevilles, though there are some things that would seem 
to indicate it, mainly the similarity in their coats of arms. 
This same similarity runs through all branches of the 
Umfreville family, however the name is spelled, thus sug- 
gesting a common ancestry. “The antiquity of this family 
cannot be questioned. Among the brave warriors who fol- 
lowed William the Conqueror from Normandy in 1066 
we find Sir Robert de Umfreville, knight, his kinsman, 
Lord of Tours and Vian.” “Members of this family 
were engaged in the Crusades: Peter d’Amfreville, 1197, 
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Le Sire d’Umfraville (related to Robert de Umfreville). 
The first named was a Norman noble, knight or esquire, 
who bore arms which were brought from France by 
the companions of the Conqueror. The family was repre- 
sented in the conquest and partition of Normandy; was 
among the first in the Crusades or wars for the recovery 
of the Holy Sepulchre. 

To attempt a description of the arms of the different 
branches of the family is unnecessary here, and can be 
found in the “Humphreys Family in America.” We give 
only the one that belongs more particularly to the branch 
spelling the name Umifreville. The description is “arms, 
gules, a cinquefoil within an orle of crosses-patonce, Or. 
Crest, out of a mural coronet, gules, a griffin's head issuant, 
ermine.” This dates from the time of William the Con- 
queror, from the family of William of Farnham Royal, 
County Bucks. A chart of the descendants of his sons, 
Thomas and Andrew, is found in “History of Durham,” 
II, 394-6. 

With regard to the cinquefoil we find the following: 
“Gilbert de Umfreville, son of the Earl of Angus, and 
grandson of Robert de Bellemont (alias Beaumont), Eari 
of Leicester, in the reign of King Henry III (1216-1272) 
bore for his arms, gules, semee of crosses-patonce and a 
cinquefoil or—which device evidently points out both his 
descent from the Earls of Leicester and also his having 
served under them in the Crusading Wars for the estab- 
lishment of the Christian kingdom in Palestine. This 
charge is on the arms of the Umfrevilles of Middlesex, 
Langham in Essex, Farnham Royal, Buckinghamshire, 
Lincolnshire and several others.” ‘The cross-patonce was 
borne by the Umfrevilles of Farnham Royal, descendants 
of Sir Robert Umfreville, K. G.,” and others. ‘‘The cross 
showing that the bearer or his ancestor was in one of the 
Crusades.” 

An ancient rhyme is found in the North with regard 
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to the coat of arms of Tempest of Hohmesett, Rowland 
Tempest having succeeded Sir Robert Umfreville, K. G.: 
“The martlet and the cinqfoyle notes 
The Tempest’s and Umfreville’s coates.” 


There is a handsome monumental effigy remaining in 
Hexham Abbey Church, which is thus described by Hewitt, 
in “Hand-book to Hexham and Its Antiquities’: “In the 
south aisle of the choir are two table monuments; from one 
the effigy has been removed, and on the other a recumbent 
figure of a knight of the holy banner, supposed to be a 
member of the baronial family of Umfraville.” “There is 
nothing peculiar about the costume, which exhibits a suit 
of link mail, partially covered with a sleeveless surcoat 
strapped round the waist. The sword is suspended from 
an undecorated belt, and the shield is charged in relief 
with a cinquefoil, surrounded by a number of crosses much 
battered, but it is to be remarked that which remains unin- 
jured is not a cross crosslet, as is subsequently borne in 
the arms of Umfraville, but a cross-patee.” Near this 
. figure is a crouching dog and some other animals which 
are not perfectly defined. This may represent one spoken 
of as “Le Sire d’Umfraville,” said to be a descendant of 
Robert (of the line of the barons of Prudhoe and earls 
of Angus), who accompanied Richard, Coeur de Lion, 
who arrived in Palestine in the spring of 1191 in time to 
vigorously press the siege of Acre. 

Perhaps the earliest mentioned branch of the family is 
the Humfreyvilles of Penmark Castle, Glamorganshire, 
Wales. Of this family were the lords of the Castle of 
Penmark, togo0. They or their ancestor came at the Con- 
quest. Henry Umfreville, of Penmark, probably living 
about 1300, is supposed to have been a descendant. The 
name of Peter d’Amfreville, banneret, is found in “A Roll 
of All the Norman Nobles, Knights and Esquires who went 
to the Conquest of Jerusalem with Robert, Duke of Nor- 
mandy (first crusade 1096), copied from an ancient manu- 
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script, written on vellum, found in the library of the 
Cathedral of Bayeux.” 

“Sir Walter Scott, in his description of the battle of 
Bannockburn, gives the following incident: “The 24th ° 
of June (1313) at break of day the battle began in terrible 
earnest. The English, as they advanced, saw the Scots 
getting into line. The Abbot of Inchaffray walked through 
their ranks barefooted and exhorted them to fight for their 
freedom. They kneeled down as he passed and prayed to 
Heaven for victory. King Edward II, who saw this, called 
out, ‘They kneel down; they are asking for forgiveness.’ 
‘Yes,’ said a celebrated English baron, called Ingelram 
de Umphraville, ‘but they seek it from God, not from us; 
these men will conquer or die on the field.’” He probably 
belonged to the Northumberland family, and Nisbet, in 
“System of Heraldry” (1816), also speaks of Ingelramus 
de Umphraville, who was of a branch of the family that 
were Englishmen, but possessed of a great estate in Angus 
and elsewhere, which they lost because they would not 
renounce their allegiance to England and turn honest 
Scotchmen. In the rolls of King Robert I there are char- 
ters of land granted by that prince under the narrative that 
the lands had formerly belonged to and forfeited to the 
crown by the attainder of Ingelramus de Umpbhraville. 
Upon the forfeiture of the English family of U., Sir 
Alexander Stewart, of Bonkill, was, in 1327, created Earl 
of Angus. From Edmund Howe’s “History of England” 
we learn that ‘the Umfravilles, for adhering to the Baliols 
and to the interest of the Edwards of England, were for- 
feited of their lands and forced to reside in England. 
They were great men there, and always claimed right to 
the Earldom of Angus.” The Umfreville pedigee, as given 
in the “Humphrey’s Family,” begins with 


Str Ropert DE UMFREVILLE, Knight, surnamed ‘Robert with 
the Beard,” Lord of Tours and Vian. He came to England 
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with William the Conqueror, who, in the tenth year of his 
reign, granted to his “kinsman” the forest, valley and Lord- 
ship of Riddesdale, County Northumberland. Thierry’s 
“History of the Conquest of England by the Normans” 
says that Sir Robert received from King William the sword 
which he had worn upon his entry into Northumberland, 
and that upon it he swore that he would use it in defending 
his new possessions “from thieves and wolves.” By the 
tenor of the grant he was invested with the power of hold- 
ing, governing, exercising, hearing and judging in all the 
pleas of the Crown, as well as others occurring within the 
precincts of Riddesdale. One account says that with this 
was given the Barony and Castle of Prudhoe and the 
Castles of Harbottle and Otterburne (1100-1135). Riddes- 
dale is the name of a district comprising the parishes of 
Elsdon and Corsenside. The church of Elsdon is on the 
west side of the village, and an old tower at a short dis- 
tance which is the rectory-house; the arms of the Hun- 
franvils are upon it. There is an inscription underneath, 
but it is not legible. 

Sir Robert had three sons, Robert, Gilbert and Odonel. 


Ropert DE UMFREVILLE in IIIO was a witness to the founda- 
tion of Kelso Abbey. One of the same name (probably 
this Robert) was witness to the foundation charter to Neath 
Abbey, Glamorgan, time of Henry I, and from him de- 
scended a branch, seated in that county. His descendant, 
Henry de Humfreville, held five knights’ fees of the honor 
of Gloucester, 1201. 


ODONEL DE UMFREVILLE, famous for his bravery, held the Castles 
of Prudhoe, Harbottle, Otterburne and Riddesdale. In 
the time of Henry II his Castle of Harbottle was taken by 
the Scots and his Castle of Prudhoe besieged, but Robert 
of Stuteville, then sheriff of York, with the help of some 
Northern barons, came to his relief. With Bernard de 
Baliol and others he took William, King of Scots, prisoner 
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at Alnwick, 1174, after his retreat from the siege of 
Prudhoe Castle. He was one of the witnesses to the king’s 
arbitration between the King of Castile and Sancho, King 
of Navarre. His name is found as a witness in the charters 
of King David I and in the registers of Durham and 
Kelso. He opposed the Scotch invasion under Duncan, 
and died in 1182, leaving a daughter, Matilda, wife of 
William de Albini. One authority says his only son died 
during his lifetime, while another gives as his son 


Ropert DE UMFREVILLE, Baron of Prudhoe, who in 1182 (time 
of Henry II) granted lands to the monks of Newminster, 
and his son Gilbert dying during his lifetime, he was 
succeeded by his grandson, Richard. 


Sir Ricwarp vE UMmFreviLte, Knight, Baron of Prudhoe, was 
a benefactor of Hexham Priory, and fortified the Castle 
of Harbottle in the beginning of the reign of Henry 
III, in the eleventh year of which reign he died. In the 
sixth year of King Richard, Sir Richard gave £100 to the 
King for remitting the fine which he had made with the 
Bishop of Durham, when the County of Northumberland 
was on the bishop’s hand, and that he might enjoy the 
king’s favor, though he did not go into Ireland in the 
expedition then made thither. In the fourth year of 
King John he had a grant of divers lands in Riddesdale. 
In the fourteenth year, the times being turbulent, he de- 
livered his four sons in hostage with his Castle of Prudhoe 
to secure his fidelity, so that, in case he should thenceforth 
transgress, all to be forfeited and his body disposed 
of as a traitor’s. Nevertheless, so little did he regard 
this great obligation, he joined the barons in arms, for 
which his lands were seized and given to Hugh de Balliol. 
Soon after Henry III began to reign, and the times be- 
coming more calm and quiet, he had restoration of his 
Castle of Prudhoe. He held the baronetcy of Prudhoe of 
the king by his service of two knights’ fees and a half, 
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as all his ancestors had done from the time of Henry I. 
He married Matilda de Torrington, cousin and co-heir to 
Matthew, Lord of Torrington. He died in 1227, leaving 
four sons, one of whom was 


GILBERT DE UMFREVILLE, Baron of Prudhoe. According to 
Matthew Paris, he was “a famous baron, guardian and 
chief flower of the North.’ He was appointed by the 
king to be at Berwick upon Tweed on Sunday before 
mid-lent, thence to attend Alexander, King of Scotland, to 
York, where King Henry met him, and in a charter be- 
tween the two kings his name is affixed as witness. He 
had a living of the lands of his cousin Matthew, Lord of 
Torrington, who died without issue. He died in Passion 
Week, 1245, leaving a son and heir. 


GILBERT DE UMFREVILLE, Earl of Angus, Lord Umfreville, Baron 
of Prudhoe and Lord of Riddesdale. He was seven years 
old when his father died, and his wardship was committed 
to Simon Montford, Earl of Leicester, he paying 10,000 
marks to the king for the same. “In the forty-ninth year 
of Henry III, being then in arms with the barons, for a 
while he did no mischief, but in the third of Edward I 
Walter de Swethorpe came to the king and made a sad 
complaint against him, setting forth that after the end of 
the troubles, and peace being proclaimed and published 
by King Henry III, this Earl Gilbert did seize upon him 
and keep him in prison in the Castle of Harbottle until he 
had given him a hundred marks. The king then directed 
two persons to determine this injury. He was constituted 
governor of the Castles of Dundee and the whole territory 
of Angus in Scotland. He was summoned to Parliament 
as Lord Umfreville in the twenty-third year of Edward I, 
and in the twenty-fifth year as Earl of Angus.” He was 
summoned to the Parliament held at Carlisle in the thirty- 
fifth year of King Edward I in the Octaves of St. Hilary, 
January 21, 1307; held his barony by the tenure above 
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mentioned, and was highly instrumental in fortifying Scot- 
tish castles and strongholds. He founded a chantry in the 
Chapel of Our Lady, at his castle at Prudhoe, endowing it 
with two tofts, 118 acres of land and 5 acres of meadow, 
for the maintenance of the two chaplains to perform divine 
service as above mentioned. He seems, also, just before 
his death, to have been appointed one of the King’s two 
lieutenants in Scotland. The “Humphrey Genealogy” gives 
his wife as Elizabeth, daughter and heir of John Comyn, 
Earl of Angus, with a note that speaks of her as ‘‘Matilda, 
Countess of Angus.” The “Lyman Genealogy” states that 
his wife was Matilda, Countess of Angus, a lineal descend- 
ant of Malcolm III, King of Scotland, who was slain at 
Alnwick Castle, County Northumberland, A.D. 1093, as 
follows: 


Malcolm III died 1093. Three sons succeeded him: 

David, the third son, married Maud, daughter of the Earl 
of Northumberland, and died 1153. His son 

Henry married Adama, daughter of William, Earl of 
Warren. His children were William the Lion, King 
of Scotland ; David, Earl of Huntingdon, and 

Ada, who married Gilchrist, third Earl of Angus, who per- 
formed many glorious exploits in King William's wars. 

Duncan, fourth Earl of Angus. 

Malcolm, fifth Earl of Angus, married Mary, daughter and 
heir of Sir Humphrey Berkley, Knight, living in 1225. 
Their daughter was 

Matilda, Countess of Angus in her own right, who married 
Gilbert de Umfreville, making him sixth Earl of 
Angus. 

Gilbert died in 1308, and his oldest son, Gilbert, having 
died in his lifetime, his second son succeeded him. 


Rosert, seventh Earl of Angus and Baron of Prudhoe, distin- 
guished himself in the Scottish wars. In 1307 he and his 
kinsman, William, Lord Roos, were constituted lieutenants 
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in Scotland, between Berwick and the River Forth; also 
in the marches of Annandale, Carryk and Galloway. He 
was summoned to Parliament from the second year of 
Edward II until the eighteenth, when he died. ‘‘When 
Edward II sent a solemn deputation to Robert de Brus 
to treat of peace, the Earl of Angus was one of those 
persons chosen to act in this capacity.” Ina brief summary 
of the wardrobe accounts of the tenth, eleventh and four- 
teenth years of Edward II is the following: “To Sir 
William de Roos, of Hamlake, banneret, sent by the King 
and Council, with all the men-at-arms in his pay; together 
with Robert de Umfravill, Earl of Anegos, and others, to 
treat with Sir Robert de Brus of the ratifying of a peace 
between the said Lord our King and the said Sir Robert,” 
etc. In the eleventh year’s accounts we find: “The King 
kept his Christmas this year in the Palace of Westminster, 
and on that day the following knights received sumptuous 
presents of plate from the king, viz., Sir Robert de Um- 
fravill, Earl of Anegos, and others.” He married, first, 
Lucie, daughter of Philip de Kyme, Baron Kyme, by 
whom he had Gilbert and Elizabeth. He married, second, 
Eleanore, and had Robert, who died unmarried, and 
Thomas. Sir Robert, the Earl, died in April, 1325. 
GILBERT DE UMFREVILLE, his oldest son, was summoned to Parlia- 
ment as Earl of Angus from January 27, 1332, to August 
26, 1380. He was chief commander at the battle of Dur- 
ham, in 1346, where David Bruce was totally defeated 
and made prisoner by the English. (Kennett’s Complete 
History of England,” 1706, p. 222.) He married, first, 
Johanna, daughter of Robert, Lord Willoughby de Eresby, 
by whom he had no children. He married, second, Maud, 
sister of Anthony Lucy, and their only child died before 
his father. Thus, on the death of Sir Gilbert in 1381, the 
only heir “of the whole blood” was his niece, Alianore, 
daughter of his sister Elizabeth, and Gilbert Burdon (Bor- 
rodon). The next male heir was his half-brother, 
It 


Sir Tuomas, first Knight of Harbottle Castle and owner of 
Holmside and Whitley, was son of Robert. After Sir 
Gilbert none of the family were summoned to Parliament, 
and he was the last of the family to bear the title “Earl of 
Angus.” 
Sir Thomas married Joane, daughter of Adam de Rod- 
dam, and had two sons, Thomas and Robert. 


Sir Tuomas, second Knight, Lord of Riddesdale and Lord of 
Kyme, the estate of Kyme and several others of Lincoln- 
shire coming into the family through the marriage of 
Earl Robert to Lucie, daughter of Baron Kyme. Sir 
Thomas had wife Agnes, and had son Gilbert and daughter 
Johanna. The latter married Sir William Lambert, 
Knight, and through this marriage the Lambert and Lyman 
families trace their ancestry to the Umfreville name. 


Sir GiLBert, Lord of Kyme, was known as “a valiant knight.” 
In 1408 he attended his uncle, Sir Robert, in ‘‘the famous 
expedition into Scotland, where he acquired the nickname 
of “Robin Mend Market,” from his selling the Scots 
round pennyworths of their own goods, taken by pillage. 
He also attended King Henry V, the “Glory of England,” 
in his expedition into France, 1417-19, by whom he was 
made Governor of the Castle of Gournie for his bravery; 
also Governor of Melun, upon the Seine, in the same 
kingdom. He was slain on Easter eve, 1419, at a narrow 
pass called Viel Bange, in Anjou, with his general, Duke 
of Clarence, and John Grey, Earl of Tankervil, the party 
having been decoyed there by a servant of the duke’s under 
a bribe from the enemy. 

Sir Gilbert is frequently mentioned in the “Old English 
Poem on the Siege of Rouen, A.D. 1418, by King Henry 

_ V.” He was the principal executor of the will of Thomas 
Arundel, Archbishop of Canterbury, who died February 
20, 1414. As Sir Gilbert died without issue, he ‘was suc- 
ceeded in the Lordship of Riddesdale and Castles of 
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Harbottle and Otterburne by his kinsman, Walter Tail- 
boys.” Later they reverted to the Crown, and by still 
later gift came into the possession of the Duke of North- 
umberland. Thus, the line dying out in this branch, the 
Umfreville name was carried down through his uncle, 


Str Rosert, son of the first Sir Thomas and his wife Joane. 
He was created “Knight of the Most Noble Order of The 
Garter” by Henry IV and was Vice Admiral of England. 
In 1408 he was sent to the assistance of the Duke of 
Burgoyne, accompanied by his nephew, Sir Gilbert, and 
other valiant captains. He was later Governor of Rox- 
borough Castle, and on July 22, 1415, fought the Scots 
with 400 men, putting to flight more than a thousand, 
killing over sixty and taking 360 prisoners. In Wallis’ 
“Antiquities of Northumberland,” p. 481, reference is 
made to a monument of “vast magnitude” erected in 
memory of this fight, near the village of “Yevering” or 
Gederying. 

In 1429 he founded the Chantry of Farnacres. His life 
was one of turmoil and strife, but it ended as a monk in the 
Abbey of Missenden, County Bucks, and on his death left 
to its Abbot the care of his son. 


WittiaM Ist. From here little has been gleaned about the 
family. “The Humphreys Family” refers to a pedigree 
in Philpot’s “Collections” in the College of Arms and gives 
the line as follows: 


WILLIAM 2d. 
ANDREW, 
RicHarp, of County Bucks. 


WititiaM 3d, of Farnham Royal, County Bucks, also of Isle- 
worth, County Middlesex. He married Maria, daughter 
of ———— Lane, of Acton, Yeoman Usher to King 
Henry VIII (1509-1547). He had two sons, Thomas 
Umfreville, of London, and Andrew Umfreville, of Farn- 


13 


ham Royal, and a large chart giving their descendants is 
found in “History of Durham,” Vol. II, pp. 394-6. (Also 
see “Burke’s Commoners,” II, 193.) The arms used by 
this family are as given above, and it seems without doubt 
that the Umfreville family in this country is descended 
from this line. There is a later member of this branch 
referred to, namely, 


Epwarp UMFREVILLE, Esq., of Farnham Royal, who was born in 
1638 and had grandfather, Andrew, who died in 1651. 
He was a descendant of the first William. He was “of the 
Inner Temple, barrister-at-law, and sought to recover the 
barony of Umfreville, but failed by reason of the great 
lapse of time and the difficulties arising through the wars 
of York and Lancaster; the family of Umfreville suffering 
severely during these contests, so that in some instances 
they were obliged to absent themselves in foreign countries 
and in others to change their names. and arms to avoid 
prosecution.” This Edward was living about the time the 
first Umfreville appears in this country, and the spelling of 
the name is the same in the early colonial records. 


JoHN was in New Haven in 1664, and was proprietor in 1685. 
Savage, in his History, supposes him to be the father of 
Samuel, and later search has proved it beyond a doubt. 
In the “New Haven Land Records” it is stated that John 
Umfreville, of New Haven, deeded land to his son, Samuel 
Umfreville, and his grandson, Daniel Mallery. Samuel in 
return is to provide comfortable maintenance for him and 
his wife, who were living at that date. 

In another land deed, under date February, 1681, New- 
ton Prindle transfers property to John Umfreville, calling 
him his neighbor. Savage, in his “Genealogical Dic- 
tionary,” gives the marriage of Mary Umberfield (as there 
spelled) to Thomas Mallery, of New Haven, March 26, 
1684. The above deed record proves this to be the daugh- 
ter of John, and in that deed the name is spelled Umfreville. 
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SAMUEL, son of the above, was born in 1666, in New Haven, 
and died there March 30, 1748. He married Experience 
Miller, who was born in 1673 and died in 1754. She was 
probably the daughter of Thomas Miller, who was killed 
by the Indians October 5, 1675, and his wife, Sarah Marsh- 
field, whose father, Thomas Marshfield, was born in Exeter, 
England. He came to Dorchester, Mass., 1630; removed 
to Windsor early in 1639; left the colony evidently on 
account of some difficulty with the Church, though he is 
spoken of as a gentleman of good standing. He was 
probably lost at sea, as he sailed for England, and nothing 
further is known of him. Priscilla Marshfield, whose death, 
October 20, 1639, is chronicled by old Church records, 
was probably his wife. The will of Samuel Humphreville 
does not appear, but that of Experience, his widow, made 
in 1754, mentions six living children and the heirs of John 
and Thomas. She is not given in New Haven town rec- 
ords, and, from the mention of lands in Waterbury, it is 
probable she belonged there. Her tombstone and that of 
Samuel are still intact in West Haven burying ground at 
this date, 1896. 

(FROM WEST HAVEN TOMBSTONE. ) 


SAMUEL HUMPHREVILLE 
DIED MARCH 30 1748, 
AGED 82, 
EXPERIENCE, WIFE OF 
SAMUEL HUMPHREVILLE, 
DIED 1758 AE 74 


In Rockey’s “History of New Haven County” it is 
stated that about 1740 Samuel Humphreville was one of 
twenty-six persons who united in establishing a Church 
fund for the Congregational Church at West Haven; but 
after the withdrawal of the Rev. William Johnson and his 
ordination in the Church of England, Samuel became a 
Churchman. The children of Samuel and Experience are: 
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Sarah, born April 2, 1695; probably died unmarried, as she 
is not mentioned in her mother’s will. 

Anne, born April 28, 1700; married ————— Smith. 

John, born March 15, 1702; married Rebekah Clarke. 

Thomas, born February 8, 1704; married Sarah, born 1704; 





died 1730. 
Elizabeth, born October 27, 1708; married Thomp- 
son. 
Esther, born September 12, 1710; married ————— Hall. 
Mary, born August 28, 1714; married ————— Alling. 


David, born August 16, 1716. 
Benjamin. No date given. 


Joun, third child of Samuel, was born March 15, 1702, at New 
Haven, where he died in 1751. He married, February 12, 
1723-4, Rebekah Clark, daughter of Samuel Clark and his 
wife, Rebekah Brown. 

John Humphreville seems to have been a man of great 
wealth for his time. The genealogist speaks of him as 
the richest man she has come across in all her work. The 
inventory of his will is very long and footed up £7393, an 
amount greater in those times than $1,000,000 seems to us 
in these more prosperous times. 

From Probate Records, New Haven, in Vol. 8, we 
find the following: 

Page 43.—‘‘Administration on the Estate of Mr. John 
Humphreville, late of New Haven, is granted to Samuel 
Humphreville, son of s? Deceased on Bond £10,000 with 
Surety.” 

Page 83.—‘‘Samuel Humphreville, Administrator on the 
Estate of Mr. John Humphreville, late of New Haven dec*. 
Exhibited an Inventory of S* Estate. The same is ex- 
cepted and allowed. 

“Amount Of Inventor yiows waiw cao vere o we £6993 : 8 
“THE (hGE Siltticsc ag cays some rae gar gow £6993 325.2 
“Sworn in court Nov. 18, 1751.” 
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Page 139.—Samuel Humphreville of New Haven, is al- 
lowed Guardian to Lemuel, a minor son of Mr. John 
Humphreville, late of New Haven dec* on Bond of £2000. 
At Court held at New Haven, on the district of New 
Haven, on the first Monday in April, 1752.” 

Page 141.—‘“Samuel Humphreville Adm" on the Estate 
of Mr. John Humphreville, late of New Haven dec* ex- 
hibited to be added to y® Inv. of s* Estate. 


“Lands in Waterbury......... £281. 3.0 
“Also in Movables............ 54. 5. 
£335. 8. 0 
“The Inventory before on record being... £6983. 2. 2 
£7318.10. 2 
“Settlement to Rebekah in y* lifetime of s* 
CECOASER. sc scses meyers wrerwe wane « 10 £424. 4. I 
£7742.14. 3 
“Debts from s* Estate......... £227. 2.0 773. 0. I 
“Chareeon “  “uwies wwwes 21.14.0 £6969.14. 2 
“Laid aside for further debts & 
CHATRES 2x cam sques sows aa ss 100. 0.0 
Rebekah’s share. 02 wes oases 424. 4.1 
773. 0.1 
“SCléar Estate. cass wwe 2 sere gays weer ooo we £6969.14. 2 
“Am’t given Rebekah in lifetime......... 424. 4. I 
“To be divided among Children.......... 7393-18. 3 
“A double share to eldest son...........- £2112.10.11 
HTS Cath other iehild oc cave saree cavers ose « 1056. 5. 54” 
Pages 153 and 154.—“Division of Estate to Children— 
“To! Samuel, Eldest: Sottes . sie semen vasews £2112.10.11 
HP RBOHEZER wad & cme o 89a HAGR ENOL HEE = £1056. 5. 5 
fS TOBR: a sss wavars seaman site 6 naw sonia atess< £1056. 5. 5 
© Lemitiel, 2. s.cay saan Se8.s oe 8 tae Keen « £1056. 5. 5 
Sf VREBSGGA. x sacar wera wrsins cine wiens avers £1056. 5. 5 
ADIGE 4 cele 5 ele PASS HORS Be Sse £1056. 5. 5 ” 


It is probable that John was buried in the West Haven 
churchyard, adjoining the Episcopal church, as the graves 
of his children have been seen there within the memory of 
his descendants who are still living; though, since then, 
we are told the stones have crumbled away. The children 
of John Humphreville and Rebekah Clark: 

Samuel; wife, Hannah. Will date, May 29,1760. Lemuel 
Humphreville a witness. 

Ebenezer, born July 29, 1726; married Esther 
born 1732; fought in Revolution, 1780; member of 
Eighth Regiment; name written Umberfield (‘Conn. 
Men in Rev.,” p. 239), and had children: 
Ebenezer, born May 11, 1781. 
Clarisse, born May 20, 1783. 
Eliphalet, born July 27, 1785. 
Aner, born January 22, 1788. 

Rebekah, born March 1, 1727. 

Jokn, born December 17, 1729. Said to have been drowned 
when a young man. 

Abigail, born December 9, 1731. 

Lemuel, born June 25, 1737. 


LEMUEL, youngest child of above, was born June 25, 1737, and 
married July 30, 1761, Mary, daughter of Samuel Beecher. 
They were married by the Rev. Mr. Whittlesy, pastor of 
Center Church. He was a landowner in Orange, now 
West Haven, and undoubtedly connected with Christ 
Church, at that place, his brother, Ebenezer, being one of 
the founders of this church, which was then a mission of 
Trinity Church, New Haven. The register of Trinity 
Church only dates back to 1767; consequently, the only 
record on it with reference to Lemuel is his death, to the 
effect that he died “aged 56 in 1798 of consumption, and 
was buried in West Haven April 25th of that year.” This 
record was copied by the Rev. Hobart B. Whitney, rector 
of Christ Church in 1892. It shows a discrepancy in dates, 
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and probably the age is given incorrectly, as the date of 
birth is from New Haven records. His grandchildren 
(there being two still living in 1896) have all united in 
saying that Lemuel fought in the Revolutionary War, but 
a search for records to that effect has thus far been un- 
availing. With reference to this Mr. Chas. J. Hoadly, of 
Hartford, writes: “It does not follow that none of that 
name served, for many of the rolls are lost, and particularly 
those containing the names of the militia and those who 
were in the local fortifications.” And Miss Tracy writes: 
“It is possible that Lemuel helped to protect the city in 
the British Invasion July 5, 1779, but his name is not 
among the regularly enlisted soldiers.” 

However that may be, there is much of history that has 
less foundation than the story of children and grandchil- 
dren, and we will take the story as written by his grand- 
daughter, Harriet Humphreville, widow of George Wash- 
ington Smith, in the year 1893, it being as her father told 
it to her, and being vouched for in a letter under date 
April 4, 1892, from Emily Grace (Isbell) Hall, child of 
Lemuel’s daughter, Lura, wife of Chauncey Isbell: “My 
grandfather, Lemuel Humphreville, a native of West 
Haven, Conn., was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. 
He belonged to the company designated Householders’ 
Company, and was stationed at the fort at East Haven. 
He was called a ‘high liberty’ man, and, with his family, 
suffered the loss of property and his own loss of health, 
resulting in his death. His family consisted of his wife, 
seven daughters and two sons. On one occasion, when 
home from the war, sick with inflammatory rheumatism, 
unable to move hand or foot, his deadly enemies, the Tories, 
came and broke: down the windows and doors of his resi- 
dence. My own father, then a lad of six or seven years, 
sleeping near his father, was aroused by the noise outside 
and started toward the window, when a Tory from outside 
catne up with a large stone, dashed it through the window 
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and hit him on the head, knocking him senseless and appar- 
ently dead. His mother carried him to the cellar as the 
only place of safety, where he lay unconscious until the 
next morning; but to his latest day he gloried in the fact 
that his father fought for liberty. My grandfather begged 
the Tories to spare the lives of his children, but, with curses, 
they replied, ‘No, we will not, nor yours either.’ At an- 
other time the Tories came and drove away all the stock 
from the barn—horses, cows, oxen, sheep and everything 
that could walk—only one little lamb, too weak to walk, 
was left behind. They were shipped to New York to feed 
the hungry British army quartered there. But retribution 
overtook them. As they were crossing the bay there came 
up a squall, and the whole cargo was upset and all drowned 
except the brave old oxen, which swam ashore at different 
points, but, of course, were not recovered. Thus was the 
large family bereft of the means of helping themselves in 
war time, and, with heavy taxation, must have suffered 
intensely. But they never flinched, and after the lamb left 
by the rebels grew stronger, my father made a yoke for it, 
and with his own help hauled the wood for the family use. 

“So great was the enthusiasm of my grandfather that he 
named his youngest son ‘Liberty,’ which greatly incensed 
his Tory neighbors, who declared, with an oath, if they 
could get hold of him they would dash his brains out 
against a stone. The enemy once made an occasion to 
serve a writ of attachment for my grandfather. They went 
to his mother’s, stating their business, and she said, ‘Let 
me look at the document,’ and, taking the paper, she stirred 
it into the kettle of boiling soap she had before her. It is 
rumored in the family that valuable papers and family 
records were held by my grandfather and destroyed during 
the Revolution.” 

To the facts, mainly as given above, Harriet Humphre- 
ville Smith made affidavit as having been told by her 
father and aunts, the paper being signed and sealed before 
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E. Wesley Keeler, notary public, in Doylestown, Bucks 
County, Pa., under date of January 19, 1894. 

Further proof of his Revolutionary service comes from 
the family of his daughter, Susan, mother of Pulaski King, 
of La Porte, Ind. It is found in a printed “Biographical 
Sketch of Pulaski King,” in these words: “His mother, 
Susan King, who is now living with him at La Porte, in 
her ninety-second year, was born in the parish of West 
Haven, Conn. Her father was Lemuel Humphreville, a 
soldier in the Revolution. Mrs. Susan King was a (grand) 
daughter of Samuel Beecher, of New Haven County, 
Conn.” 

The letter referred to above from (Mrs.) Emily Grace 
(Isbell) Hall, then residing at 143 Orange Street, New 
Haven, tells much the same facts and some not given above. 
Among other things she says: “Our grandfather died 
ninety-five years ago, the season or year my mother was 
married and the year the family moved to Litchfield. They 
went the Ist of April, on account of the farming—left the 
grandfather ill, grandmother and my mother to take care 
of him. He only lived a few weeks, and my mother was to 
be married soon. In her young childhood, in the time that 
tried men’s souls, she remembered that her father belonged 
to a company that was called the Householders’ Company ; 
was stationed at the fort at East Haven; used to come 
across the bay on the ice five miles to see his family. He 
was an Episcopalian liberal, allowing his children in their 
choice. I remember she said he had expectations of 
going to college, and some family catastrophe prevented. 
My mother used to say the Tory party did more hurt to 
the country than the British. Aunt Lucena, with a party 
of children, was gone from home almost all day the day the 
British landed in West Haven. They were on some high 
hill viewing the soldiers, to the discomfort of the family. 
She was ten years older than my mother.” 

As the family moved to Litchfield about the time of 
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Lemuel’s death, it is probable he made a division of his 
estate among his children while living, thus enabling them 
to buy property and settle elsewhere, though, of course, his 
means were very much reduced after the war. The “New 
Haven Probate Records” mention “Administration of Es- 
tate of Lemuel Humphreville by son Lemuel, of Litchfield, 
on bond of £100, February 11, 1799.” A prayer book was 
mentioned in the inventory. 
Children of Lemuel and Mary Humphreville: 


Anna, born —————; married ————— Peck. She lived 
to be 103 years old. Died in Naugatuck, Conn. 

Avis, born ————— ; married ————— Allen. Lived near 
West Haven. 


Lura, born —————;; married Chauncey Isbell. She died 
in New Haven. 

Susan, born —————; married Pulaski King 2d. She died 
at La Porte, Ind., nearly 98 years old. 

Lucina, born ———_—-; ten years older than Lura; did not 
marry. Died at Milford at an advanced age. 

Polly, born —————; married ————— Johnson. Lived 
between New Haven and West Haven. 

Lemuel, born September 14, 1770; married Ursula Preston, 
January I, 1799. 


Deborah, born —————; married Col. Ephriam Morse. 
She died in Harwinton. 
Liberty, born —————; married Milly Marsh. Moved to 


New York State, where he died by accident. 


LEMUEL, second son of Lemuel and Mary, was born in West Haven 
September 14, 1770, and died in Northfield, Conn., Novem- 
ber 13, 1828, aged 58 years. He married, January 1, 1799, 
Ursula Preston. What he suffered during the Revolu- 
tionary War has been told above in connection with his 
father’s record—how he was nearly killed as a lad, and 
with indomitable courage afterward, with only the help of 
a little lamb, hauled wood for the family while his father 
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was inthearmy. Asakind brother his sister, Susan, bears 
record. In a letter written by her son in 1871 he speaks 
of his mother in the following manner: “Several pages in 
it (a certain letter) recalled the scenes of her childhood 
in connection with her two brothers, Lemuel and Liberty, 
and her sister, Deborah, so vividly that she could not re- 
press the tears. She said no sister could ever have a nobler 
or kinder brother than her brother Lemuel. She says he 
was a father and brother to her, and will talk by the hour 
of his kindness to her and all the family.” 

Moving to Litchfield the year of his father’s death, he 
established there a home which was all that a comfortable 
country home could be in those days. His farm was among 
the most thriving in the community, and everything was 
provided on a lavish scale. His daughter tells of the great 
quantities of salted and smoked meats, barrels of apple 
butter, mince-meat, cider and vinegar with which the 
generous cellar was filled, as well as the corner set off for 
the wagonloads of oysters which, with plenty of seaweed 
to keep them alive, were brought all the way from New 
Haven and stored up for the winter’s use. The tailor and 
the shoemaker each had his turn spending weeks at the 
house, fitting out each member with the needful clothing, 
the shoes being made on the spot. When his daughter 
Louisa married and went to live in a city she felt humili- 
ated that she had to buy her supplies one day at a time 
instead of having the abundance stored up as it was in her 
father’s home. Lemuel was a noble, kind-hearted man 
and a good neighbor, a good singer, and for many years 
he led the choir in the Episcopal church. He contracted 
the cold which resulted in his death by an act of brotherly 
kindness. Some neighbors being snowed in and in danger 
during a heavy storm, he, with the help of others, dug a 
path to their house and ministered to their needs. 

Children of Lemuel and Ursula Preston, all born in 
Northfield, Conn. : 
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Louisa, born November 5, 1800; married Smith Law, of 
Litchfield, February 25, 1821; died July 9, 1837, at her 
home, 149 North Sixth Street, Philadelphia. Had 
children Andrew Monroe, Eugene B., Caroline Louisa, 
Sidney S., Mary Emeline. The two daughters mar- 
ried, but died childless. Only Sidney. survives, and 
has two children. 

Susan Caroline, born February 26, 1803; married George 
Cook, December 7, 1825; died December 14, 1837; 
and had children: Phineas, married Maria 
died, leaving two daughters, in New Haven. Louisa 
A., married Lewis P. Worthington, of Doylestown, 

a.; has two daughters, Caroline, wife of Rev. Jas. 
S. Stone, of Chicago, and Mary, wife of Isaac Judson 
Boothe, of Birmingham, Conn., who has two daugh- 
ters, Louisa and Marcia. 

Lemuel Garner, born March 15, 1805; died August, 1836. 

Mary, born January 3, 1808; married Newton Perkins; 
died March Io, 1833. 

Albro M., born June 12, 1810; married Harriet Andrews; 
died February 28, 1887; had three children, Lemuel 
Garner, Gilbert and Mary. The last two died early 
and the first lived in Northfield, Conn., and had five 
children. 

Harriet, born May 19, 1812; married, March 14, 1836, 
George Washington Smith, of Doylestown, Pa. 

Deborah, born February 8, 1815; married Stephen Beach 
Campbell, of Somerville, N. J.; resided in Doylestown, 
Pa., where she died, August 24, 1864; had two chil- 
dren, who died young. 

And Ella Humphreville, born January 26, 1854; un- 
married; and Stephen Edward, born September 18, 
1857; married, first, Eloise McCurdy, of Philadelphia, 
October, 1885, who died February, 1887; second, Anna 
M. Harper, of Tullytown, Pa., September 2, 1891. He 
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died Christmas Day, 1894, leaving one child, Dorothy 
Louise, born September, 1892; baptized in Westside 
Presbyterian Church, Germantown, of which her father 
and mother were members. He was bom on his 
father’s birthday, and both died on Christmas. 


Harnriet, daughter of Lemuel and Ursula (Preston) Humphreville. 
An account of her life can best be given in the words of an 
article taken from “The Presbyterian,” published in Phila- 
delphia, January 20, 1897: 


“Tn MEMORIAM. 
“MRS. HARRIET HUMPHREVILLE SMITH. 


“Mrs. Smith was born in Litchfield County, Connecticut, 
on May Ig, 1812, and was a member of the ancient and 
honorable Humphreyille family. She was justly, though 
modestly, proud of her ancestral line, which included the 
illustrious Dwights and Beechers, her grandmother being 
a Beecher. In her early teens she came to Philadelphia 
with a married sister, and, although she had been brought 
up an Episcopalian, she became interested in the First 
Presbyterian Church of the Northern Liberties, which was 
then under the pastorate of the celebrated Rev. James 
Patterson, who received her into the church in her young 
girlhood. 

“In March, 1836, she married Mr. George W. Smith, a 
member of an old New England family, and with him went 
South and settled in Tuscumbia, Ala., where she got her 
first glimpse of slavery as it actually existed and received 
impressions which lasted through her long life. Whilst 
conceding the tenderness of some slave masters, she never 
could forget the heartrending spectacle of a long line of 
human souls, in shackles, driven to the slave market, pite- 
ously pleading with the bystanders to purchase them so 
that they might not be sold away from their families and 
sent into distant States. 

“After a short stay in Tuscumbia the young couple re 
turned to the North, and about 1838 settled in Doylestown, 
Pa., their choice of a home place being largely determined 
by the fact that here was a Presbyterian church, under the 


25 


pastorate of that able and devout man of God, the Rev. 
Dr. Silas M. Andrews, to whom Mr. and Mrs. Smith felt 
peculiarly drawn. Once settled in this beautiful town, 
they deposited their letters in the Presbyterian church, and 
remained in active connection with it until, in the provi- 
dence of God, they were transferred to the ‘general as- 
sembly of the Church of the firstborn whose names are 
written in heaven.’ 

“The sweet and tender sympathy which had charac- 
terized their married life was soon broken by the unseen 
hand of death, and before she was thirty years old the 
young wife was left a widow with three little children. 
Then began in earnest that life of patient, self-sacrificing 
labor which continued without interruption for well-nigh 
three-score years, the full beauty of which life will perhaps 
never be realized until the last great day, when the sum of 
all lives will be reckoned up by its Infallible Accountant. 

“Her life was marked by a firm Christian faith, which 
never wavered. She was not of that demonstrative sort 
that must expend its energies upon the platform or in 
societies, but was of that humble, modest, trustful, loving— 
always abounding—type which makes itself felt and is seen 
as the light of the home, the comfort of the bereaved and 
sorrowing, the joy and consolation of life and the blessed 
hope of the future glory which is to be revealed in God’s 
people. She was Christlike in her daily walk, respected 
and honored by all her acquaintances and fondly loved by 
all her friends. 

“She took sincere delight in keeping abreast with the 
interests of her beloved Presbyterian Church. 

“Her all-absorbing interest in the kingdom of Christ was 
constantly stimulated by an ever-deepening experience in 
divine grace, which found expression in praying ‘for the 
peace of Jerusalem,’ and no one rejoiced more than she 
when the division in the church was happily—and let us 
hope permanently—ended by the blessed reunion in 1870. 

“So this mother in Israel lived for upwards of four-score 
years. On the sixth day of the present month her earthly 
journey ended. It was high noon when she said: ‘I’m 
tired. Let me sleep a little while,’ and ere we knew it the 
silver cord was loosed and the golden bowl was broken. 
The heart which had so long throbbed with love and sym- 
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pathy had ceased to beat. The gentle, affectionate spirit 
had passed through the everlasting gates and stood in the 
presence of the King. 

“Three children survive her: George W. Smith, of Fort 
Worth, Tex., an elder in the Presbyterian church; Mrs. 
Henry M. Lewis, of Germantown (whose husband is an 
elder in the First Presbyterian Church of that place), and 
Miss Louisa H. Smith, of Doylestown, who has long been 
prominently identified with the church in which her mother 
spent so much of her long and honored life. 

«Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.’ ‘Her chil- 
dren rise up and call her blessed.’ ” 


She died January 6, 1897, at the home of her daughter, 
in Germantown, and was buried in the cemetery at Doyles- 
town. 


FrANcEs AMELIA SMITH married Henry Martyn Lewis. 
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Collateral Lines 


BEECHER 


Joun, ancestor of the branch that settled in America, was born 
in Kent, England, but the date of his birth is not ascer- 
tained. He married Hannah, spoken of as “Widow” 
Potter, who was also born in Kent, England. John 
died in Kent in 1638, and his widow must have sailed 
very soon after his death to this country, as Hannah 
Beecher, with her son Isaac, are mentioned among the 
settlers of New Haven in 1639. She died in New Haven 
in 1658, the month of February. 


Isaac, evidently only child of John and Hannah, was born in 
Kent, England; was made freeman in New Haven in 1644. 
He had wife Mary, and he died in New Haven in Novem- 
ber, 1690, having five children: 
John, born 1645. 
Joseph, born 1647. 
Isaac, born August 18, 1650. 
Samuel, born October 17, 1652. 
Eleazer, born April 8, 1655. 


Isaac, third child of Isaac and Mary, was born August 18, 1650, 
at New Haven. The dates of his marriage and death are 
not given, but the inventory of his will was taken September 
16, 1708, his widow Joanna being appointed executrix. 
She died at New Haven in 1730. Isaac’s brother Joseph 
is the ancestor of the illustrious Henry Ward Beecher and 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, in the following line: 
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Joseph Beecher, married, first, ————— Pomeroy ; second, 
Lyman. 

Nathaniel Beecher, married Sarah Sherry. 

David Beecher, married Esther Lyman. 

Lyman Beecher, married Roxana Foote. 


ge es 

Henry Ward Beecher and Harriet Beecher Stowe. 
The children of Isaac and his wife Joanna were: 

Isaac, born October 20, 1680. 
Ebenezer, born February 24, 1682. 
Samuel. 
John, born 1689. 
Abigail, born 1693. 

4 Abiah, born 1693. 

Jemima, born 1696. 


. -SAMUEL, Third child of above. The date of his birth is not 
ascertained. It was probably about 1684. [Efe married, at 
Branford, October 22, 1713, Hannah Farrington. He died 
in New Haven, October, 1760, and his will, according to 
“Probate Records,” was made May 29, 1760, one of the 
witnesses being Lemuel Umphreville. The children of 
Samuel and Hannah were: 

Samuel, born 1714. 
Rebecca, born 1715. 
Isaac. 

Jonathan. 

Anne, born 1720. 
Abigail. 

Hannah. 

SAMUEL 2d, eldest child of the above, was born August 30, 1714, 
and married, about 1739, Mary —————. Though the 
name of his wife is not given, her birth is stated as May 21, 
1717, and her death in New Haven after 1805. 

Samuel died January 16, 1792, and was interred at New 
Haven. His will, made October 21, 1791, was proved 
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Mot ty, 


Lemuel 
Harriet 


January 16, 1792. He gives his “daughter Molly Umber- 
field, the wife of Lemuel Umberfield, 5s. in full of her 
part of my estate.” Amount of the estate was £201.2.6. 
Lemuel and Samuel Humphreville were appraisers. This 
is found in “Probate Records,” Vol. 16. It is told of Samuel 
Beecher that he refused to give his daughter Rebecca “a 
settin’ out” because she was going to marry “the poor 
Frenchman,” and when she referred to what he had given 
her sisters, he said that each of her sisters had married 
men who owned a home to put it in—when she owned 
a home he would give her a “settin’ out.” The young 
couple worked along bravely, but when they were able to 
build a house and went to the father for the fulfillment of 
his promise, he had, between using it himself and placing 
it upon his children, spent his money and could not give it 
to her. In the end, however, her husband’s estate was 
larger than her father’s. 

The children of Samuel and Mary were: 
Lucy, born 1740. 
Molly, born October 29, 1741. 
Rebecca, born December 24, 1743; married Josiah Pardee. 
Tryphena, born 1745. 
Rachel, born 1749. 
Amos, born 1753. 
Medad, born 1750. 
Raphael. 
Abel, born 1755. 
Jonathan, born 1757. 
second child of the above, was born October 29, 1741, and 
was married by the Rev. Mr. Whittlesy, pastor of Center 
Church, New Haven, July 30, 1761, to Lemuel Umphre- 
ville Ist. 


Humphreville 2d and Ursula Preston. 
Humphreville and George Washington Smith. 


Frances Amelia Smith. 
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BRISTOL 


Henry, date of birth not known, as he was born in England 
and was one of the first settlers of New Haven, Conn. 
He married, January 29, 1656, Lydia Brown, daughter of 
Francis Brown, one of the first settlers in New Haven, 
and his wife, Mary Edwards, born in Bath, England. 
Both Henry and his wife Lydia died in New Haven, the 
date of her death being 1719. Children of Henry and 
Lydia (Brown) Bristol: 

Lydia, born 1657. 
John, born 1659. 
Mary, born 1661. 
Hannah, born 1663. 
Abigail, born 1666. 
Sarah, born 1668. 
Daniel, born 1671. 
Elizabeth, born 1674. 
Esther, born 1676. 
Eliphalet, born 1679, 
Henry, born 1683. 


ELIPHALET, tenth child of the above, born October 2, 1679, in 
New Haven; married, about 1700, Esther Peck; date of 
his death is 1757, and his possessions were inventoried Feb- 
ruary 3, 1758. Children of Eliphalet and Esther: 

Lydia, born 1701. 

Sarah, born 1703; married Thomas Humphreville. 
Dinah, born 1705. 

Stephen, born 1707. 

Abigail, born 1709; married Josiah Pardee. 
Eliphalet. 

Aaron, born 1714. 

Moses, born 1716. 

Esther, born 1718. 

Benjamin, born 1721. 
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Aaron, born August 31, 1714; married Abigail about 1733; had 
six children, all born in New Haven: 

Reuben, born 1734; admitted to Harwinton Church No- 
vember 20, 1774. 

Marion, born 1739; baptized 1742. 

Aaron, born 1743, May 7th; probably the one who had 
wife Sibel and was admitted to church in Harwinton 
in 1774 and had children baptized there. One Aaron 
Bristol, probably his son, died there March 30, 1792, 
aged twenty-two years and six months. 

Israel, born 1745. 

Abigail, born 1747. 

Eliphalet, born 1751. 


Marton, born 1739; baptized 1742; married John Preston 34, 
of Windham County, Connecticut, and settled in Har- 
winton. 


Ursula Preston married Lemuel Humphreville. 
Harriet Humphreville married George Washington Smith. 


Frances Amelia Smith. 


BROWN 


Francis was born in Ratcliffe, Yorkshire County, England, about 
1610, and married, in England, in 1636, Mary Edwards, of 
Bath, England. They were among the earliest settlers of 
New Haven, Conn., being there in 1639. From “Early 
Records of Jurisdiction of New Haven Colony,” date 
1638-1655, we learn that Francis was a “taylor,” and in 
1644-5 had his nephew, George Pardee, apprenticed to him, 
and “he would doe his endeavor to teach him the trade of 
ataylor.” This George Pardee was a descendant of a noble 
French family, and was in 1660 given by the town the 
charge of the grammar school, the beginning of what has 
been since the “Hopkins Grammar School.” Francis owned 
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land and the ferry at “Red Rock,” now East Rock, which 
he afterward sold to George Pardee. 

In “New Haven Colony Records,” page 165, we read: 
“Francis Browne moved in the court that if he may have 
a little house or shade made at the water side to work in, 
and competent allowance for his paines, and if it may be 
some land in the oyster shell field to plant, he will keep a 
ferry boate to carry people over the East River, and that 
he will attend it every day from the rising of the sun to the 
going downe of the same in an ordinary course till twelve 
months be expired, from the date here-of, exceptinge Saboth 
dayes and other times of solemne publique worship of God.” 
And on page 230 we read that Francis Browne “had liberty 
to depart the court to helpe some cattle over the river.” 

Francis and Mary Edwards Brown had six children, 
probably all born in New Haven, as he lived there until his 
death: 

Lydia. . 

John, born April, 1640. 

Eleazer, born October 16, 1642.) 
Samuel, born April 7, 1645,- 
Ebenezer, born June 21, 1646. , 
Ebenezer, born July 4, 1647. » 


' EBENEZER, youngest child of Francis and Mary, was born in 
New Haven, July 4, 1647, and married, March 28, 1667, 
_ Hannah Vincent, daughter of John Vincent, who was born 
~ in England, and died in New Haven in 1659, his wife, 
Rebekah ————, surviving him just twenty years. Han- 
nah was baptized in First Church, New Haven, March 28, 
1647. She had a brother, John, who was baptized October 
8, 1648, but must have died young, asin her will, dated 
January 23, 1679, their mother, Rebekah Vincent, gives 
“to children of her daughter Hannah, who married Ebe- 
nezer Brown, all her estate.” The children of Ebenezer 
and Hannah Vincent Brown were eight in number: 
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Hannah, born 1667. 
Lon, born 1669. , 
Ebenezer, born 1670. 
Rebekah, born 1672. 
Mary, born 1674.) 
Elizabeth, born 1679. 
Eunice, born 1681. a 
James, born 1684. 


REBEKAH, fourth child of the above, was born in New Haven, 
April 20, 1672, and married, February 23, 1691, Samuel 
Clark. Her sister Mary also married a Samuel Clark in 
1698—rather a remarkable coincidence, since it could not 
be the same man, as Rebekah lived until January 22, 1724 
or 1725. This made some confusion in tracing the line, 
but records prove it to be correct as here given. (From 
Town and Probate Records, New Haven.) 


Rebekah Clark and John Humphreville. 

Lemuel Humphreville and Mary Beecher. 

Lemuel Humphreville 2d and Ursula Preston. 

Harriet Humphreville and George Washington Smith. 
Frances Amelia Smith. 


CLARK 


From an article entitled ‘““A Corner in Ancestors,” by 
Eleanor Lexington, in “The Cleveland Leader,” we quote: 
“The name Clark, in its various forms of Clark, Clarke, 
Clerk, Clerke, Clarkson and Clarkwell, is of great antiq- 
uity, having been used in Great Britain long before the 
Norman conquest.- In the ‘Doomsday Book’ Clerke was 
Clericus. Le Clerk is the form in the ‘One Hundred 
Rolls,’ compiled in the reign of Edward I. This was a 
record of those who owned lands in the time of William 
the Conqueror, ‘for which lands some paid money, some 
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sheep, some hens and some service as soldiers.’ The name 
meant a learned person, one who could read and write 
ancient and medizval lore. It was considered so honor- 
able that many changed their names to Clark; hence its 
present frequency. Tradition has it that, though of Anglo- 
Saxon extraction, the family became connected by mar- 
riage with the descendants of Joseph of Arimathea. 

“The Clarks were related to the noble family of Gordons 
in Scotland, to Sir Richard Saltonstall, to the artist Cop- 
ley. It is related of one feminine member of the Clark 
family, who came to this country after her marriage, that 
‘she was brought up at a boarding-school, always had her 
attendants and wore a gold watch, worn only by persons 
of distinction.’ She used often to compare her poor living 
here with her life in England, ‘but she could flatter herself 
that here she had pure worship.’ 

“Joseph Clark, who came over in 1630 in the Mary and 
John, is the settler, or Joseph, of the first generation. He 
was the progenitor of the American family of Clarks. 
There is a general tradition that a Thomas Clarke was 
one of the officers of the Mayflower—the mate—and the 
first Pilgrim Father to set foot upon Plymouth Rock, or 
rather the island in Plymouth Harbor, now called Clarke, 
and that it was thus named in his honor. Among family 
names are Reuben, Nathaniel, Edgar, Hugh, Peter, David, 
Rebecca, Thankful, Mehetable and Alice.” 


Of John Clark no date of birth or death is given. 
In “New Haven Colony Records,” page 7, we read of 
John Clark, interpreter to the Indians. On page 76: “He 
was chosen sergeant of the trayne band, June 6, 1642.” 
And page 141: “John Clarke desired to lay down his Ser- 
geant’s place, whereupon John Nash was chosen Sergeant.” 
He was married at New Haven, February 1, 1661, to 
Sarah, daughter of George Smith, one of the first settlers 
in New Haven. 
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Their children were ten in number: 
Sarah, born December 24, 1662. 
John, born January 23, 1665. 
Samuel, born August 20, 1666. 
Joseph, born October 27, 1668. 
Sarah, born October 24, 1671. 
Mary, born July 19, 1674. 
Abigail, born July 19, 1674. 
Daniel, born June 28, 1677. 
Elizabeth, born January 8, 1679. 
Benjamin, born January 11, 1682. 


SAMUEL, third child of above, was born August 20, 1666, and 
married, February 23, 1691, Rebekah Brown. They had 
six children, as follows: 

Ebenezer. 

‘Jado 

John. 

Rebekah, born May 27, 1608. 
Anna. 

Deborah. 


REBEKAH, fourth child of above, was born May 27, 1698, and 
married, Februray 12, 1723 or 1724, John Humphreville 
She died in New Haven, September 28, 1749. 


Lemuel Humphreville and Mary Beecher. 

Lemuel Humphreville 2d and Ursula Preston. 
Harriet Humphreville and George Washington Smith. 
Frances Amelia Smith. 


DWIGHT 


I. JoHN, came to this country in the latter part of 1634 or early 
in 1635 from Dedham, England. He was for a while at 
Watertown, Mass., and then went to Dedham, where he was 
one of the twelve persons present at the first town meeting, 
September 1, 1635, and was one of the nineteen grantees 
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of the town. He brought with him from England his wife, 

Hannah, whose family name is unknown, his daughter, 

Hannah, and two sons, John and Timothy. It is a tradition 

in some branches of the family that he was in England a 

wool-comber or the son of a wool-comber. 

He brought with him, it is said, a valuable estate, and was 
a wealthy farmer in Dedham, Mass., and eminently useful 
as citizen and Christian in that town. In “Winthrop’s 
Journal” it is stated that John Dwight and others conveyed 
the first water-mill to Dedham in September, 1635. He 
is described in the Town Records of Dedham as having 
“been publickly useful” and “a great peace-maker.” He 
was one of the founders of the Church of Christ, which 
was gathered there in 1638 for the first time. That he was 
the second man of wealth in Dedham is evident from his 
being second on the assessment roll for taxes. 

He was selectman for sixteen years, 1639-1655. His 
wife, Hannah, the mother of all his children, died Septem- 
ber 5, 1656, and he married, for a second, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Ripley, widow of William Ripley, and previously of Thomas 

’ Thaxter—a very much married woman. She died July 17, 

1666. The children of John and Hannah were: 

Hannah, born in England, 1625; died November 4, 1714; 
married Nathaniel Whiting. 

Capt. Timothy, born in England, 1629; died January 31, 
1717. He was ancestor of the Presidents Dwight, of 
Yale College. 

John, born in England, 1632, died March 24, 1638. Lost 
in the woods. 

Mary, born in Dedham, July 25, 1635; married Henry 
Phillips. 

Sarah, born in Dedham, June 17, 1638; married Nathaniel 
Reynolds. 


HAnnak, eldest daughter of John and Hannah Dwight, was born in 
England in 1625, and married, March 4, 1643, Nathaniel 
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Whiting, the place and date of whose birth is not known. 

According to “Dwight Genealogy,” page 100, “Nathaniel 

Whiting, of Dedham, had, in 1638, grant of ten acres of 

land in Lynn, where he is believed to have gone with Rev. 

Samuel Whiting, of Lynn, in 1636. He afterwards moved 

to Dedham, and joined church July 30, 1641. He lived 

there until his death, in 1682, and his wife lived a widow 

thirty-two years. His death occurred January 15, 1682, 

and Hannah died November 4, 1714. They had fourteen 

children, as follows: 

Nathaniel, born September 7, 1644. 

John, born September 29, 1646; died early. 

John, born October 9, 1647; died early, 

Samuel, born November 20, 1649. 

Hannah, born February 17, 1651. 

Timothy, born January 5, 1653. 

Mary, born July 8, 1656; died early. 

Mary, born October 12, 1658. 

Sarah, born December 3, 1660; married Nathaniel Far- 
rington. 

Abigail, born June 7, 1663. 

John, born July 19, 1665 ; died 1732. 

Jonathan, born October 9, 1667. 

Judah, born March 30, 1670. 

Anna, born February 25, 1672. 

SarAH, born in Dedham, December 3, 1660, was ninth child of 
Hannah Dwight and Nathaniel! Whiting; married Na- 
thaniel Farrington, and died December 1, 1723. Descent 
in this line is as follows: 

Hannah’ Farrington married Samuel Beecher. 

Samuel Beecher married Mary 

Mary Beecher married Lemuel Stencgideemdifis 

Lemuel Humphreville married Ursula Preston. 

Harriet Humphreville married George Washington Smith. 

Frances Amelia Smith married Henry Martyn Lewis. 
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FARRINGTON—BULLARD 


It has been with some difficulty that this line has been 
straightened out, as the wife of Samuel Beecher was on 
the copied records of New Haven as Hannah Faventon, 
and it was only by a search of the original records that the 
mistake was found out, the name there being spelled 
Farenton. It was only after searching records at Bran- 
ford, Dedham and Boston and reference to the “Farrington 
Genealogy” that the identity of Hannah was ascertained. 


“Joun Farrrncton, the first of this line, was in Dedham in 1646, 
and died there June 27, 1676. He married, in 1650, Mary 
Bullard, daughter of William Bullard, who was born in 
England about 1594 and was in Dedham 1636 and made 
freeman May 13, 1640. 

In Savage's “Genealogical Dictionary,” Vol. I, page 295, 
William Bullard is said to have married, second, Mary, 
widow of Francis Griswold, of Charlestown, where he 
resided in 1658 to 1677. He died early in 1687, at Ded- 
ham, at the house of his daughter, Widow Farrington. 
In his will of July 5, 1679, importing that he was then 
eighty-five years old, he names two daughters and two 
sons, though the elder son was dead. There seems to be 
no record of either birth or death of his daughter Mary, 
wife of John Farrington. 


NATHANIEL, son of John and Mary, was born at Dedham, August 
9, 1656, and died at the same place May 8, 1723. He 
married Sarah Whiting, daughter of Nathaniel Whiting 

and Hannah Dwight Whiting. 

According to the “Land Records” of Dedham, by deed 
Nathaniel Farrington had a brother Benjamin living at 
New Haven; also a sister Abigail, who married Samuel 
Hoadley, of Branford. The “Probate Records” of Suffolk 
County give the will of Nathaniel Farrington, of Dedham, 
dated September 23, 1720; proved June 3, 1723. He gives 
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his daughter, Hannah Beecher, £11, stating that she has 
already received £20. ; 

The five children of Nathaniel and Sarah were: 
Sarah, born May 11, 1683 (or February 3). 
Nathaniel, born August 24, 1685; died November 20, 1707. 
Hannah, born August 17, 1687; married Samuel Beecher. 
Abigail, born October 16, 1689; died September 26, 1712. 
Anne. 


Hanna, third child of above, was born at Dedham, August 
17, 1687. According to “Branford Town Records,” she was 
married October 22, 1713, to Samuel Beecher, at Branford, 
Conn., the ceremony being performed by ‘‘Rev. Mr. Rus- 
sel,”’ 


Samuel Beecher 2d and Mary 

Molly Beecher and Lemuel Humphreville st. 

Lemuel Humphreville 2d and Ursula Preston. 
Harriet Humphreville and George Washington Smith. 
Frances Amelia Smith. 


PECK 


Henry Peck was among the first settlers of New Haven, and we 
find him there in the spring of 1638. Henry and Deacon 
William Peck, who also settled there in 1638, were doubt- 
less relatives, and may have been brothers. They are sup- 
posed to have emigrated to this country with Governor 
Eaton, the Rev. John Davenport and others, who arrived 
at Boston June 26, 1637, in the ship Hector. Their parent- 
age is not ascertained. Henry signed a fundamental agree- 
ment or compact of the settlers made June 4, 1639, and 
took an active interest in the management and affairs of 
the settlement. His home lot was in a part of the town 
which is now the city. A portion on what is now George 
Street is still in possession of his descendants. Henry 
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was a member of the church in New Haven, and he died 
in 1651. His will was made October 30, 1651, and the 
inventory taken in November ot that year. In his will he 
gives property to his wife Joan and four children, the 
names of whom are: 

Joseph, baptized September 5, 1647. 

Benjamin, baptized September 5, 1647. 

Eleazer, baptized 

Elizabeth, baptized March, "1650. 


‘BENJAMIN, son of above, was baptized September 5, 1647; date 
of birth not found. He lived in New Haven and was 
proprietor in 1686. He resided in the second division, at 
the place then known as Sperry Farms, afterward as Amity 
Society, a part of Woodbridge. 

Benjamin married, March 29, 1670, Mary Sperry, and 
he died in March or April, 1730. His will was made 
March 3, 1730, and proved April 5, 1730. His property 
was divided among his eight children (“New Haven Pro- 
bate Records,” Vol. 5, p. 560). The children were: 
Benjamin, born January 4, 1670. 

Mary, born September, 1672; married ————— Brunson. 
Joseph, born February 26, 1676. 
Esther, born 1679. 
Ebenezer, born January 5, 1684. 
Desire, baptized September 25, 1687; married 
Bunnell. 
Lydia, baptized September 12, 1686; married 
Ferry. 
Mehitable ; not recorded, but mentioned in her father’s will 
as daughter Mehitable Stevens. 
John or Jehn, baptized September 12, 1686. 

Benjamin Peck probably joined the church in 1686, for 
six of his children were baptized September 12, 1686, and 
his wife and daughter Desire joined and were baptized in 
1687. 
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EstTuHer, daughter of Benjamin, was born in 1679; baptized Sep- 
tember 12, 1686; married Eliphalet Bristol. 


Aaron Bristol married Abigail 





Marion Bristol married John Preston. 
Ursula Preston married Lemuel Humphreville 
Harriet Humphreville married George Washington Smith. 


Frances Amelia Smith married Henry Martyn Lewis. 


PRESTON 


With regard to the Preston family, we have accepted, 
with much hesitation, the line as given us by Mr. Chas. H. 
Preston, of Danvers, Mass., which carries our descent to 
the emigrant Roger. 

Family tradition had thoroughly imbued us with the 
idea that John Preston, who married Eleanor Stiles, was 
an immigrant from Scotland and spoke a broad Scotch 
dialect. But there is no record to be found to substantiate 
this theory, and there is every reason to believe the line 
correct as here given, though the identity of the John re- 
ferred to above is not absolutely proved. Accepting the 
amount of proof we have, the line is as follows: 


Rocer Preston was born in 1614, probably in England, and sailed 
from London in 1635 for New England. He was in Ips- 
wich, Mass., in 1639. He sold his property there in 1657 
and moved later to Salem, Mass., where he died, January 
20, 1666. His wife was Martha —————, probably 
daughter of some Ipswich settler, and she was born in 
1623. Their children were probably born in Ipswich, but 
there is no record of their birth. Four months after the 
death of Roger his widow married, May 21, 1666, Nicholas 
Holt, and removed with him to Andover. Her oldest 
child, Thomas, remained in Salem, but the others went 
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with their mother to Andover. She died March 21, 1703, 
“aged upwards of eighty years.” 

The children of Roger and Martha Preston were: 
Thomas, born 1643. 
Samuel, born 1651. 
John. 
Levi. 
Jacob, born 1658; died young. 

In addition to these there were possibly two daughters, 
Elizabeth and Mary. 


SAMUEL, son of Roger and Martha, was born in 1651, according 
to a deposition made by his mother in 1666, in which he 
is said to be fifteen years old. He married, first, in And- 
over, May 27, 1671, Susannah Gutterson, who died De- 
cember 29, 1710, and on September 24, 1713, he married 
Widow Mary Blodgett, née Rolandson, who died March 
I, 1739. His death occurred in Andover, July 10, 1738. 
He had eleven children, of whom one was 


JouN, son of Samuel and Susannah (Gutterson) Preston, was born 
in Andover, May 1, 1685, and married, January 10, 1707, 
Mary, daughter of Jonathan and Sarah (Moulton) Haines, 
of Haverhill, who was born March 3, 1687. They moved 
to Killingly, Conn., and had a grant of land there in 1709, 
and later went to Windham, in the same State. The third 
child was baptized in Killingly, September 9, 1711, but the 
date and place of birth of the oldest child, John, are not 
to be found. 

It is told of Mary Haines (or Haynes), wife of John, 
that she was stolen by the Indians and carried into Canada, 
where her family and friends followed her and redeemed 
her with a load of tobacco, and brought her home on the 
sledge upon which they had carried the tobacco. 

John died at Windham (now Hampton) on July 26, 

. 1733, and his gravestone is still seen in the cemetery there, 
where there are a number of other Prestons buried. 
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Joun 2d. It is this John that the family supposed was the immi- 
grant from Scotland, but it is known that John and Mary 
(Haynes) Preston had a son John living at the same time 
and place as this John, who can be in no other way ac- 
counted for unless these were one and the same. In 1731, 
the date of marriage of John and Eleanor, there were, as 
far as can be ascertained, two families of Preston’s living 
in Windham village, now Hampton, Conn., those of John 
and Jacob Preston, brothers, of Andover. Both had sons 
John—John’s born about 1707 and Jacob’s born 1716. 
The records of Windham show the marriage, on March 
18, 1731, of John Preston to Eleanor, daughter of John 
and Deliverance (Towne) Stiles, of Boxford, Mass., and 
Eleanor’s birth is given as February 17, 1703. Naturally, 
she would be the wife of this John. Jacob’s son married 
Mary Foard, and we know that this John was living at 
that time, as he is mentioned in the settlement of his 
father’s estate, from 1733 to 1738. John and Eleanor 
were admitted to Second Church, Windham, in 1736, and 
from the “Church Records of Ashford” is the following: 
“John Preston and Eleanor, his wife, were accepted by a 
vote of the Church, coming with a letter from Rev. Mr. 
Moseley, recommending them to the fellowship of this 
Church April 4, 1742.” And also this record: “October 
II, 1747, John Preston, Sen., and Eleanor, his wife, were 
dismissed to Church of Christ, in Litchfield.” 

It has been said that John Preston 2d was with General 
Putnam in the wolf hunt, so well known to fame, which 
occurred about the time the records show him to have 
moved to Ashford. General Putnam’s farm was at Brook- 
lyn, and though there is no positive proof of John having 
lived there at any time, three of his brothers did live there, 
as the records show. The family version of the event is 
that John’s farm was in Pomfret and joined that of Gen- 
eral Putnam, and it probably can never be ascertained 
whether this is so or whether the story refers to one of the 
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brothers whom we know to have lived there at that time. 
Children of John and Eleanor (Stiles) Preston: 

Asa, born June 8, 1732, in Windham County, Connecticut. 

John, born April 12, 1735, in Windham County, Connecticut. 

Stephen, baptized, at Ashford, September 18, 1743; mar- 
ried Lois Hammond, January 24, 1773. 

Anne, born August 7, 1741; on “Ashford Records.” 

Jonathan, born May to, 1746; baptized June 17, 1746; on 
“Ashford Records.” 


JoHN, 3d, second child of the above, born April 12, 1735, in Wind- 
ham County, Connecticut (probably Pomfret) ; married, at 
Harwinton, Conn., Marion, daughter of Aaron Bristol and 
his wife Abigail, of New Haven; died in Harwinton, 
November 14, 1805." His business was a farmer and he 
was a very good man, much interested in matters of re- 
ligion. A story is told of his effort to attend the first 
missionary meeting ever held in Litchfield. He and a 
friend started to walk there, the distance being ten miles, 
and while going through the woods a snake sprung upon 
him, coiling itself about his neck, and would have strangled 
him but for the ready help of his friend, who with a jack- 
knife cut the snake in two. The blood flowed down over 
John’s white vest and he was obliged to turn back home. 

Children of John Preston and Marion, his wife: 

Noah, born in Harwinton in 1765; married Honor Ros- 
siter, December 29, 1785; settled in Camden, N. Y.; 
had children, Rossiter, Lyman and Stiles, who moved 
to Illinois, and Chandler, who lived in Lysander, N. Y. 
Noah was a soldier in the Revolution. 

John Stiles, born December 5, 1769, in Harwinton; mar- 
ried Aurelia Dewey, March 6, 1797; died December 12, 
1842; was representative from 1822 to 1825; had 
children, John Stiles, born 1808, whose son, Edwin S. 
Preston, lives in Forestville, Conn., and James J., born 
1817, lives in Winsted, Conn. 
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Garner, born 1773, in Harwinton; married Bethena Up- 
son, 1795, and died, of consumption, July 3, 1805; 
had children, Nelson, Riley, who died in Lander, 
Warren County, Pennsylvania, about 1883, and a 
daughter, who married Lent Upson (of Camden, 
N. Y.?). The two brothers did not meet for forty 
years, and when Riley received a letter from Nelson, 
whom he supposed dead, he wept for joy, saying, “I 
have a brother ; I will go and see him.” He went, and 
found Nelson living in the mountain country in South- 
west Virginia, in comfortable circumstances and highly 
respected. He had a wife and several children. Being 
a Union man, the Rebels took from him everything 
they could get hold of. His children moved to Kansas, 
near St. Josephs. 

Lucina, born —————; married Jehial Ford, of Thom- 
aston, Conn. 

Ursula, born February 12, 1780, in Harwinton; married, 
January 1, 1799, Lemuel Humphreville; died May 
26, 1882. 


Ursuta, said to be seventh child of John and Marion Preston, 
was born February 12, 1780, in Harwinton; married, 
January 1, 1799, Lemuel Humphreville, formerly of New 
Haven. They settled in Northfield, owning many acres 
of fine farm land. She remained here till her death, May 
26, 1882, at the age of one hundred and two years and 
four months, and it has been said that from the home of 
her marriage she could look across the hills to the home 
of her birth. She was frail] and delicate when young, but 
was very bright, active and sprightly, and her home was a 
center of attraction for friends all around. 

As Ursula was left a widow in 1828, in most comfortable 
circumstances, it was natural she should have suitors for 
her hand, and she had many. She was, however, highly 
insulted by such offers, and one Saturday, seeing a per- 
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sistent admirer making his approach, she betook herself 
to bed and refused to see him. Not to be rebuffed, he 
stayed over Sunday, but without reward, as she refused to 
leave her room until he had gone. When ninety-seven 
years old she told her great-granddaughter of some of these 
swains, showing her a small inlaid table (now in the pos- 
session of her daughter, Harriet H. Smith, Doylestown, 
Pa.) which had been made and presented to her by one 
of them, and she said: “What did I want with another 
man? J had one husband, and he was the one I wanted. 
They insulted him when they thought they could take his 
place.” She passed her later years with only a house- 
keeper in the old home, though her son and grandson lived 
near. She retained her faculties, but lived very much in 
the past, mourning for the lost children and sisters and 
brothers, often saying she wondered why she, the delicate 
one, should outlive them all. During centennial year 
(1876) some of her friends wanted to take her to the expo- 
sition at Philadelphia, but she, with probably more discre- 
tion than they, felt that her age would attract attention and 
refused to go, exclaiming, “You would just make a puppet 
show of me!” Her wonderful vitality was shown by the 
fact that on her hundredth birthday she was taken ill with 
pneumonia and recovered from it. Four months later she 
drove ten miles to Thomaston, had her photograph taken, 
paid several visits and drove home without being any the 
worse for it. When ninety-six years old she got on a 
mowing machine and rode around the field, just to see if 
she could still do what was a sport to her in her younger 
days. Her generous nature prompted her to give presents 
to all who came to see her in her old age, with the result 
that many choice things passed out of the family. Her 
spinning wheel (which, we are told, probably dates back 
to another generation) and a mahogany chiffonier and 
dressing bureau are in the possession of Mrs. Henry M. 
Lewis, of Germantown, Philadelphia. Ursula Preston 
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Humphreville and her husband are buried in the Northfield 

Cemetery. Her funeral was largely attended from the 

Congregational church of Northfield, the Episcopal service 

being used. 

Children of Ursula Preston and Lemuel Humphreville: 

Louisa, born November 5, 1800; married Smith Law; died 
July 9, 1837. 

Susan Caroline, born February 26, 1803; married George 
Cook ; died December 14, 1837. 

Lemuel Garner, born March 15, 1805; died August, 1836. 

Mary, born January 3, 1808; married Newton Perkins; 
died March 10, 1833. 

Albro Monroe, born June 12, 1810; married Harriet An- 
drews. 

Harriet, born May 19, 1812; married George Washington 
Smith. 

Deborah, born February 15, 1815; married Stephen Beach 
Campbell; died August 24, 1864. 


Harriet Humphreville and George Washington Smith. 
Frances Amelia Smith. 


SPERRY 


RicHARD SPERRY was among the early settlers in New Haven, being 
there in 1643; a freeman in 1644. The facts concerning 
this line are to be found in ‘‘N.H. Probate Records,” Vol. II, 
p. 23; “Tuttle Genealogy,” p. 684; “N. H. Town Records,” 
“Church Records” and “County Court Records”; and de- 
scendants of Sperry are everywhere proud of the distinction. 
It is a tradition in the family that Richard came as gardener 
of an agent for the Earl of Warwick. He was the farmer 
of Stephen Goodyear, a wealthy planter. He bought, or 
was granted, a large tract of land described as the “rich 
plain of West Rock,” in what is now the town of Wood- 
bridge. There were 1200 acres in this tract of land which 
Mr. Goodyear made over to Richard Sperry, and for over 
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a century this place has been called “Sperry’s Farms.” His 
descendants are still found owning and occupying land in 
this vicinity. In 1661 there was but one house except 
Sperry’s between New Haven and Hudson River going 
westward, except a few at Derby. 

That Richard was a careful man in his daily round of 
duty we learn from one record to the effect that “At a 
courte, held 2nd May, 1648, Richard Sperry was complained 
of for not coming to watch, but Mr. Gordier (is this meant 
for Goodyear?) answered for him, that when he was neare 
comeing from the farme, they wanted an oxe, the neager 
said he was sick and left in the woods, so he was faine to 
goe forth to seek him least he should be lost.” 

His claim to history, however, is that “he was courageous, 
and a faithful friend and protector of the regicides, who 
were for some time in hiding at Judge’s Cave on West 
Rock. Mr. Sperry provided them with food, which he sent 
by his son. It was tied up in a cloth, which he carried to 
a certain place and left on a stone. The next day he would 
find the cloth there for him to take back. One night, fright- 
ened by a wild animal, the judges, Goffe and Whalley, went 
to Sperry’s house, and were hidden there for awhile. 

The house was built on an island, surrounded by a 
morass, with a causeway leading to the main road ; a moated 
manor. While the judges were there, the king’s officers, 
who were looking everywhere for them, and had in some 
way gained a clue as to their whereabouts, appeared in 
sight. But, owing to the peculiar position of the house, 
the regicides were enabled to escape. 

Richard had wife by the name of Dennis —-———, who 
joined the church at New Haven, in 1661, and died in 1709. 
He must have died between 1693 and 1698. His will is 
d.ted 18 April, 1693. Their children are: 

John, born January 9, 1649. 
for, born March 14, 1650. 
tichard, born January 20, 1652. 
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Hester, born September —, 1645, probably should be 1655. 
Nathaniel, born August 13, 1656. 

Thomas, born July 13, 1658. 

Child, born —————, 1661. 

Ebenezer, born July, 1663. 

Daniel, born ———_——,, 1665. 

Joseph, born July 24, 1668. 


Mary, daughter of Richard and Dennis Sperry, was born March 
14, 1650; was baptized September 25, 1687; and married, 
March 29, 1670, Benjamin Peck. 


Esther Peck married Eliphalet Bristol. 

Aaron Bristol married Abigail 

Marion Bristol married John Preston. 

Ursula Preston married Lemuel Humphreville. 

Harriet Humphreville married George W. Smith. 
Frances Amelia Smith married Henry Martyn Lewis. 


STILES 


This family has been written up at great length, so that 
there is little new to be found about them. The Connecticut 
branch was prepared by Henry R. Stiles, M.D., and later 
the Massachusetts families and those of New Hampshire 
were put into print by Mrs. Mary Stiles (Paul) Guild, of 
Lynn, Mass. It is to this latter book that we are indebted 
for much of our information, although our immediate line, 
as it appears in that volume, is entirely in error, having 
been accepted from family tradition and not from records. 
The mistakes have, therefore, been corrected, so that we 
feel safe in saying that we have the facts established beyortd 
a peradventure. In the “Stiles Genealogy” claim is made 
for great antiquity for this name in its different forms 
(Stiles, Styles, Still, Styel, Styell and Stighele). The name 
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appears mainly in the southeastern sal GARfana, the 
, part settled at the earliest date, and is said to antedate the 
Conquest. 

With regard to them as a people we quote from Mrs. 
Guild: “On both sides of the Atlantic the Stiles family 
has held a respectable, though not exalted, position. In 
England it has embraced two lines of baronetcy (one now 
long extinct), and presents a fair array of names respect- 
ably eminent in theology and literature, as well as in the 
public military, naval and civil service of the kingdom. 
On this side of the water its record is merely that of ‘simple 
folk,-—mostly farmers, with a fair sprinkling of clergymen, 
physicians, etc., enterprising, intelligent, self-reliant, patri- 
otic and God-fearing. Indeed, making due allowance for 
differences of surroundings, education and opportunities 
of development, we of the American branches have reason 
to feel that our record will reflect no discredit upon our 
English cousins ; while their record is certainly as creditable 
to them as it is interesting to us.” 

It is, of course, a matter of disappointment that no actual 
connection has been discovered between the English and 
American branches of this family; but such is the case, 
though future search might be successful in finding the 
connecting link. As far as has been ascertained, there is 
no immediate connection between the Massachusetts and 
Connecticut families. 

The immigrant of the Massachusetts line was undoubtedly 


Ropert Stites, of Rowley, he being identified with that place 
from its earliest history. It was accepted by the descend- 
ants that he came with Rev. Ezekiel Rogers from York- 
shire, England, but the historian Blodgett says none of the 
name of early Rowley settlers were among the list of Rev. 
Ezekiel Rogers’ company. However this may be Perley, in 
his “History of Boxford,” claims for Ezekiel Rogers’ com- 
pany the settling of Rowley, saying that under that name 
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they obtained a town charter September 4, 1639. He speaks 
of “Robert Stiles, an early settler,” as an immigrant from 
Yorkshire, who, in 1659, owned a farm there of 250 acres, 
with buildings thereon, but in December, 1659, he mort- 
gaged his farm to Thos. Wasse, of Ipswich. 

The name Stiles Hill is given to the most prominent emi- 
nence in the “West Parish” and Stiles Pond, to a sheet of 
water covering 60 acres at the foot of the hill. The “Essex 
County Records” show that Robert was one of three men 
to whom land was portioned out, he receiving 400 acres, 
and he was chosen constable of Boxford in 1686. 

On October 4, 1660, Robert was married by Bradstreet 
to Elizabeth, daughter of John and Anna Frye, of Andover, 
Mass. “John Frye was from Basing, Hauts County, Eng- 
land. He arrived in the harbor of Boston in August, 1638, 
bringing with him his wife and three children, viz: John 
(Dea. John, of Andover), born 1636; Benjamin, born 1635; 
Elizabeth, born 1637; married Robert Stiles. He was one 
of the original purchasers of the Cochichewick tract; re- 
moved from Newberry to Andover previous to 1641. At 
Andover were born three children, viz: Sarah, born 1642; 
died March 5, 1661-2; Samuel, born 1644; James, born 
1652.” From “Historical Sketches of Andover, Mass.,” 
“Mr. Fry was one of the first settlers of this towne, and his 
offspring men of grate note; there was Copprils, Sergeants, 
Clarks, Ensigns, Lieuts., twelve Captains, Magrs, Cornels 
& Major Generals, two Judges of the Corts Superer & 
Court of Common Pleas & two that held the titel of the 
Honorable Councellors, & severall justices of the Peace 
& some of the Rest excellen Good citizens.” (U.S. Senator 
Frye, of Maine, is a descendant of John Frye in the line 
of his son Samuel.) 

In 1684 there appear among the list of members in full 
communion in the church at Topsfield (neighboring parish 
to Rowley), under the Rev. Jos. Capen, the names \of 
Robert Stiles, and also those of his son John, and Deliver- 
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ance, wife of John, and under date February 23, 1689, the 
name Elizabeth Stiles. Perley tells us that Robert could 
not sign his own name, but this was not uncommon in those 
early days. 
He died July 30, 1690, and “the administration was 
granted to his widow Elizabeth, a month later. She is 
said to have been a second wife, with the same name as 
his first, and mother of his son Samuel, though the death of 
the first Elizabeth is not on record. 
There has been some confusion between this Robert and 
one living at Dorchester about the same period, who was 
of a somewhat disreputable character. This, however, has 
been cleared away by reliable records, which show that 
Robert, of Rowley, was a “continuous resident” of that 
place, and was “eminently respectable, a sober citizen and 
possessed of considerable property, which he left to his 
children,” while the date of his death, 1690, is twenty years 
earlier than the death of Robert, of Dorchester, whose 
gravestone gives the date November 2, 1710. 
The children of Robert and Elizabeth (Frye) Stiles are: 
John, born June (or January) 30, 1661; married Deliver- 
ance Towne. 

Elizabeth, born March 15, 1662; married, July 8, 1700, 
John Buswell. 

Sarah, born January 31 (probably 1664); died Febru- 
ary 7, 1664. 

Abigail, born February 15, 1666; married probably Zac- 
cheus Curtis. 

Ebenezer, born February 20, 1669; married Dorothy 


Dalton. 
Sarah, born Ocabe: 20, 1672; admitted to church June 
27, 1703. 
Robert, Jr., born November 15, 1673; married Ruth 
| Bridges. 


Eunice, married Robert Willis. 
Timothy, born October 1, 1678; married Hannah Foster. 
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JouHN was born at Rowley Village, Essex County, Mass., June 
(or January) 30, 1661; married, November 24, 1684, De- 
liverance, twin daughter of Jacob and Catherine (Sy- 
monds) Towne, of Topsfield, Mass., who was born at 
Topsfield, August 5, 1665. Her father, Jacob Towne, “was 
the fifth child of Wm. (born 1600) and Joanna (Blessing) 
Towne, who were married in Yarmouth, Norfolk County, 
England, March 25, 1620-1. They came to America (prob- 
ably in 1635) and settled first in Salem, Mass., December 
11, 1640. Wm. Towne had granted him ‘a little neck of 
land right over against his house on the other side of the 
river.’ About 1651 he moved to Topsfield, where he died, 
1672; his wife died about 1682. They had eight children, 
six of whom were baptized in Yarmouth, England. Of 
these, Rebecca, wife of Francis Nurse, and Mary, wife of 
Isaac Esty, were executed on a charge of witchcraft on 
Gallows Hill, Salem, Mass., the former July 19, 1692; the 
latter September 22d of the same year. Jacob, baptized in 
Yarmouth, England, 1633; married Catherine Symonds 
(daughter of John and Elizabeth), of Salem, Mass., June 
26, 1657; had John, Jacob, Catherine, Deliverance, Ruth 
and Edmund. 

“John Stiles and wife were admitted to full communion 
March 18, 1687-8, and on October 4, 1702, John Stiles, 
with others, was dismissed to Boxford ‘to gather church,’ 
and January 2d following Deliverance Stiles was dismissed 
to Boxford Church.” 

Deliverance died May 16, 1705, probably, and there is 
no record of the death of John. He had a second wife, 
Mary, who outlived him, and who died May 13, 1753. In 
1680 John was summoned to testify in the trial of Elizabeth 
Morse, of Newberry, who was accused of witchcraft. He 
was made a freeman at Boxford in 1690; was constable in 
1705, and selectman in 1725. The children of John and 
Deliverance (Towne) Stiles were: 

Deliverance, born September (or October), 1685. 
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Ruth, born February 17, 1686-7; married Elias Smith 
about 1717. 

John, baptized December 16, 1688; married Eleanor Pearl. 

Elizabeth, married, 1719, John Frame, of Windham, Conn. 

Marcy, baptized December 2, 1694; married Jas. Rich- 
ardson, May 24, 1722. 

Mehitable, born October 22, 1700; married Saml. Gould, 
June 9, 1726. 

Eleanor, born February, 1702-3; married John Preston. 


ELEANor, seventh child of John and Deliverance (Towne) Stiles, 
was born 17th of February, 1702-3, and married, March 
18, 1731. It is with regard to this Eleanor that such seri- 
ous errors have crept into print. It was told in the family 
that she married Aaron Bristol, of New Haven, which 
would make her connection with our branch just the same, 
only on the other side of the family. This was stated by 
members of the line, and is so printed in the “Humphrey’s 
Family in America” and in the “Stiles Genealogy,” giving 
as her children the names of Aaron Bristol’s children and 
making great confusion. Supposing her to belong to the 
Connecticut Stiles family led to the assertion that she was 
related to Ezra Stiles, President of Yale College, which is 
also a mistake. It is easily seen how impossible it was to 
trace either line with such a false premise. The authors 
of this volume, however, finding a marriage recorded be- 
tween John Preston and Eleanor Stiles, were convinced of 
the error, and to prove it searched New Haven records for 
Aaron Bristol, and found his wife’s name to have been 
Abigail, and the mystery was cleared up, as further search 
has proved. The marriage of John Preston and Eleanor 
is found in the “Records of Windham County, Conn.,” with 
date as given above, and in the will of her father, John 
Stiles, she is spoken of as “Eleanor Presson.” That she 
should have married at Windham, Conn., when her home 
was in Rowley, Mass., is explained by the fact that her 
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_ sister, Elizabeth, married John Frame, and lived at Wind- 
ham; and, as we are told her father had a second wife, it 
is not improbable that Eleanor should have lived with her 
sister. The children of John Preston and Eleanor Stiles 
on the “Windham Records” are three: 

Asa, born June 8, 1732. 
John, born April 12, 1735; married Marion Bristol. 
Stephen, ——————; married Lois Hammond, January 
24, 1773, and had son, Alfred, born October 23, 1779. 
On the “Ashford Records” are two more: 
Anne, born August 7, 1741. 
Jonathan, born May 10, 1746. 


John Preston married Marion Bristol. 

Ursula Preston married Lemuel Humphreville. 

Harriet Humphreville married Geo. Washington Smith. 
Frances Amelia Smith married Henry Martyn Lewis. 
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